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PHILOSOPHY OF THE ATHLETIC PROGRAM

Ripon Christian School has a highly respected athletic program with a strong reputation for producing competitive teams and portraying good sportsmanship.  The school takes pride in being sure that its student athletes are good representatives of God and the School both on and off the field.  
God’s Word teaches us that physical training has great value for this life.  We believe athletics serve the Christian student athlete well and equips him/her with the tools, in part, for fulfilling God’s purpose in this life. Scripture uses comparisons from arena competition, including runners, boxers, gladiators, chariot racers and trophies to underscore this very point.   

The student athlete should develop a thirst to be the very best with his/her God-given talents.  These talents develop through a daily commitment to excellence.  Athletics reveal character, work ethic, determination and discipline.  Furthermore, athletics measure spiritual and physical strength relating to: accepting setbacks in competition, rebounding from team and personal failure, receiving correction and instruction, and maintaining humility in success.  These characteristics are the foundation to a dynamic athletic program.  The desire to win and excel is important, but to sacrifice Christ-like qualities to achieve a victory is folly.  Therefore, success cannot be measured solely by looking at the scoreboard.  The success of Ripon Christian athletics is largely dependent upon the daily commitment by its coaches, parents and athletes to grow, both spiritually and physically.  

A dynamic athletic program promotes unity and fosters a sense of school spirit among the student body and in the school community.  Our goal is to have an athletic program of which students are proud to be a part of and the school community is proud to have representing them.  

The student athlete has the responsibility of maintaining Christ-like qualities.  The community at large looks upon athletes as leaders.  These qualities are difficult to maintain unless Christ is the motivation.  The student athlete may feel pressure to perform for friends or for personal goals, but this is not the motivation that should enhance a Christ-centered athletic program.  Colossians 3:23 tells us we are, “to do all as unto the Lord rather than men.”  Athletics provide an opportunity to practice the principles of God’s Word, such as subjecting one’s self to authority, working together as members of the body of Christ, and controlling the emotions that arise in competition.  Athletic competition offers an arena for the demonstration of our faith in Jesus Christ and opens many doors for active ministry.  
MISSION

The athletic program at Ripon Christian School is designed to challenge students to become their best while providing opportunities for social interaction, an outlet for wholesome competition, and a rewarding Christian educational experience. The School’s athletic program reflects the mission, beliefs, and values that guide the other components of the institution.  

ATHLETIC COMMITMENT

Ripon Christian encourages students to participate in many school sponsored activities. The success of Ripon Christian School athletics depends upon many of its athletes to participate in more than one sport to sustain its broad athletic program; therefore, we never discourage student-athletes from participating on multiple school teams.  We understand that activities and athletics take a great deal of time and effort.  To have a successful academic and athletic experience a student athlete:
· Should examine their schedule prior to making a commitment to any team.  The student athlete who chooses to participate on a team understands that their teammates and coaches expect them to remain committed to attending practices and games.  
· Becomes a representative of Ripon Christian School athletics.  Exemplary conduct both on and off the playing field are expected.

· Must agree to adhere to the Student Handbook set by the school.

· Is responsible for completing all class work and assignments that are missed due to early dismissal for games.

PHYSICALS

Athletes are required to pass a yearly physical examination prior to participation in school athletics.  The record of the physical examination must be on file with the Athletic Director before a student can compete.  

CODE OF CONDUCT  

All athletes and parents must read, sign, and submit the Code of Conduct.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance at school is compulsory.  Student athletes must attend a minimum or four full periods or one-half day of school (this includes students with late arrival and early release) in order to participate in a game or practice.

ACADEMICS

Academic achievement is a priority at Ripon Christian.  See student handbook for rules and procedures regarding in-season academic requirements.

Academic Eligibility Dates 

October 14

end of 1st quarter


October 21
eligible/ineligible

December 21 
end of 1st semester

January 6
eligible/ineligible

March 9 

end of 3rd quarter


March 16
eligible/ineligible

May 23 

end of 2nd semester

June 1
eligible/ineligible
VIOLATIONS
Adherence to the Athletic Handbook is expected at all times.  Athletes who violate the policies sets forth in the Ripon Christian Student Handbook or Athletic Handbook will be subject to discipline by the coach, Athletic Director or administration.
PRACTICES

Daily practices are usually up to 2 hours long.  Coaches are aware of Wednesday nights as a local church youth night and will end practice in a timely manner.  Sunday is the Lord’s Day and is therefore respected and honored.  There are to be no practices, games, or open gym activities on Sunday at Ripon Christian facilities or promoted at other organizations or their facilities.  The athletic season in session has precedence over other sports where practices, games, or special events are concerned.  

CUTS

Cuts may be necessary for some Ripon Christian teams.  The coach, with the approval of the Athletic Director, is required to be comfortable with the number of athletes on the team and with the ability to provide adequate coaching and proper supervision to team members.  

CHANGING SPORTS IN MID SEASON

No student-athlete can change teams during mid-season without the consent of the coach, Athletic Director, and Principal.  Quitting the team can result in the student forfeiting the opportunity to participate in athletics for one calendar year.  A participant contemplating quitting a team must have a meeting with the Athletic Director and the coach.  An athlete, with administrative approval, may quit an activity without penalty if: 1.) parents state that their academic record or health requires it or 2.) they quit the activity before the first league game. 

EQUIPMENT, INVENTORY & STORAGE
Equipment and uniforms are assigned to students by the coach.  All uniforms are to be returned at the end of the season.  Uniforms should be clean when returned.  Students who do not turn in uniforms by the designated date will receive a Behavioral Notice for each day late.  Students will be financially responsible for any uniform or equipment that is not returned.  The Booster Club financially supports all the athletic teams on campus with the purchasing of uniforms and equipment.  

ATHLETIC FACILITIES
At all times all the athletic facilities, fields, gym, school buildings are to be used with proper stewardship.  Athletes are to assist in maintaining and keeping the athletic facilities clean and in proper order.  

WEIGHT ROOM
No student athlete is to be in the weight room without adult supervision.  All equipment is to be placed in the proper location after use.  Keep weight room safe and clean.

LOCKER ROOM 

Teams will be assigned a team room or area and the players will be responsible for that area during the season.  Personal locks shall be placed on lockers.   

MUSIC

The music played during home games must be Christian music and be approved by the Athletic Department.
TRANSPORTATION
Ripon Christian Schools provides transportation to all extracurricular events.  When school owned vehicles are available, they will be used.  If they are not available, transportation will be arranged using parent owned vehicles.  All parents who provide transportation are to have a completed Parent Transportation Agreement and a copy of their license and insurance on file with the school.  At the conclusion of the event the school will provide transportation back to school.  The parent is to notify the coach if they are taking their student home.  Students are not allowed to ride home from games with anyone other than their own parents unless the team coach has permission from the parents specifying other arrangements.   Other students may ride with another student’s parent if they have a signed note giving permission and releasing the school of any liability.  Students are typically not allowed to drive their own vehicles.  
SPORTSMANSHIP 
Good sportsmanship must prevail at all times.  If a Ripon Christian athlete is charged with an unsportsmanlike penalty during a game the Athletic Director will be notified by the next school day.  A second violation at any time in the school year may result in a meeting with the superintendent and the athlete’s removal for the next scheduled contest.  A third offense may be reason for removal from the team.  If a player is ejected from any game for a *sportsmanship violation, he or she will not be allowed to participate in the next scheduled game and is required to meet with the Athletic Director and/or administration.

*(The above is in effect with sportsmanship violations only, not rule violations, i.e. removing helmet in the field of play during a baseball game).

Every effort must be made to promote a climate of Christian competition and sportsmanship.  Athletic competition is guided by the following ideals.  
Athletes will:

1. Play hard within the rules of the game.

2. Win with humility and lose without excuses.

3. Respect officials and accept their decisions.

4. Represent their God, school, coach, family, as well as themselves.

Coaches will:

1. Inspire in their players a love for the game and the desire to win.

2. Serve as positive role models for their players.

3. Hold their players accountable for their behavior.

The School will:

1. Have the responsibility to treat officials, opposing teams and their spectators as guests.  

2. Will not tolerate any spectator, whose behavior is disrespectful toward players, officials, coaches or other spectators.  
ATHLETIC LETTER

The student athlete must fulfill all requirements of the particular varsity sport as determined by the coach.  Basic requirements for the letter are:

1. Attend all games and practices.

2. Provide their best effort.

3. Follow all rules and regulations as prescribed Student Handbook.

Parent/Student Athlete

CODE OF CONDUCT

MESSAGE FROM THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

The Ripon Christian athletic program is just one part of the overall opportunity for our students to have a balanced and fulfilling high school experience.  Athletics is a wonderful chance for students to continue developing in physical, mental, and spiritual maturity while nurturing confidence through dedication in honoring God through hard work and excellence.  Our student athletes are expected to fulfill the high standards of academic achievement and Christian behavior.  Through the opportunity of athletic competition and dedication to teamwork and discipline our school has been able to consistently foster traits that are consistent with Christian principles. As a member of an athletic high school team at Ripon Christian Schools, you have achieved a position of accomplishment, honor, and responsibility.  Participating in high school sports is a privilege.  It is a privilege that depends on Christian responsibility and sportsmanship by the student athlete, parents, and coaches. 

GUIDELINES FOR ATHLETES

Ripon Christian High School athletes are expected to:

Exhibit Christian values and conduct at all times. Respect towards teammates, opponents, and officials must be evident at all times. 
Maintain top physical condition by eating properly, getting sufficient rest, and observing other good health and fitness habits. 

Attend all practices and games. Any exception to attendance at practice and contests must be resolved by the athlete and the coach prior to the absence.

Be good stewards of school facilities and equipment.  Properly take care of all school property. 

Be committed to team goals.  Performance is directed toward achieving team goals and team unity.  The quality of the athletic experience and success depends on loyalty and a good working relationship between team members and coaches. If a problem between coach and athlete arises, both have the responsibility to work out a solution through good communication.

GUIDELINES FOR PARENTS

Parents are an important part of the athletic program at Ripon Christian School. The support and encouragement given to coaches and athletes are highly valued. Parents are expected to:

· Display Christian sportsmanship and respect at all times.

· Encourage loyalty and dedication towards the team and coach.  Prayers for athletes, coaches, and teams are important and appreciated.  

· Discuss concerns with the coach, but never address a coach at a practice or at a game to discuss an issue.  If there is an immediate concern contact the Athletic Director.  If your concern can wait, please contact the coach the following day and make an appointment.  Follow proper biblical procedures if a problem concerning the team arises. Good communication with the coach should always be the first step toward resolving a problem.  In additional, if discussion is necessary, the Athletic Director is available to help resolve the situation. Steps beyond this may include involvement by the school principal or superintendent.

***********cut here, please sign, and return bottom portion **********
This form must be signed and returned to the athletic office before the athlete is eligible to participate.  
CODE OF CONDUCT AGREEMENT

We have read and understood the Athletic Handbook and agree with the Code of Conduct. We accept the responsibilities relating to participation in the athletic program at Ripon Christian School as outlined above.
Athlete’s Name: ____________________________ date ________

Athlete’s Signature __________________________date_________

Parent Signature ____________________________date_________
The Code of Conduct is in effect for the entire school year.  This agreement implies any behaviors outlined in the Student Handbook which are detrimental to spiritual and physical growth. 
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