
Significant Developments 
 

 

In order to improve and provide academic excellence as well as a spiritual climate for all 

students attending RCHS, various significant developments have taken place in the classroom 

and on the campus. 

 

Curriculum and Staffing 
 

Curriculum Mapping 

 

Curriculum maps are required for all subjects.  This addition to the high school curriculum was 

implemented after the 2005 WASC Accreditation visit.  A vital part of these curriculum maps is 

the alignment of the curriculum to the state or national standards.  This alignment is crucial in 

order to produce a challenging, coherent, and relevant curriculum.  Another component to the 

RCHS curriculum mapping is the alignment of the curriculum to the ESLR’s.  As a teacher maps 

the curriculum for content, skills, and assessments, the ESLR’s are assessed in relation to these 

three components (satisfying Action Plan #2 and #3).  There are faculty departmental meetings 

to discuss and write biblical orientations and course philosophies. The RCHS faculty continues 

to improve these viable, perpetual documents.   

 

English Department 

 

WriteSource’s Six Traits of Writing was implemented this year into the English curriculum for 

10
th
, 11

th
 and 12

th
 grades.  This program focuses on the 6+1 traits of writing as well as the 

different types of writing such as narrative, expository, research, etc. The Six Traits of Writing 

program, along with a comprehensive vocabulary program to prepare students for the SAT/ACT, 

has improved student’s English skills. The English teachers have noted a marked improvement in 

the student’s writing since the beginning of the year. The department has added a peer editing 

component to their writing exercises, resulting in an overall improvement in process and product.   

Rubrics are used to assist students in fulfilling specified criteria for all writing assignments. 

These rubrics allow for standardized evaluation, making grading simpler and more transparent. 

As students are interviewed about the English program, many students have commented on their 

increased confidence in their writing ability. 
 

Another component added to the English program is the Word Masters Challenge. This 

program focuses on perceptive reading, sensitivity to language, and an appreciation of style. The 

Word Masters Challenge is a national competition for students in grades 9-12 which encourages 

close reading of many different kinds of prose and poetry.  Teaching students to read sensitively 

and insightfully is important in teaching English to high school students.   

 

Mathematics Department 

 

The math department has provided a math lab two days a week before and after school for the 

past two years. This assistance tool is provided to all math students.  The math department 

continues to offer SAT/ACT preparation throughout the teaching of the math curriculum. This, 



with the aligning of the curriculum to the state standards, has helped increase math scores and 

the ability of the students to compete and be successful in higher education mathematics and 

science (See Appendix for quantitative analysis of standardized test scores). 

 

Science Department 

 

The science department continues to improve their program by providing students with more 

hands-on labs as well as labs that include graphing.  New computers have been installed in the 

lab with software for experiment and graphing needs. 

 

Art Department 

 

The art department has improved in several ways.  First of all, the physical classroom space has 

been enlarged, creating a learning environment that is spacious, pleasant, and stimulating.  A 

locked, walk-in storage closet was made for art supplies as well as accessible storage in the 

classroom for individual student portfolios, sketchbooks, and ongoing art projects.  Two potter’s 

wheels, a new slab-roller, a large kiln, and rolling metal drying racks were purchased for the new 

ceramics class that is currently offered as one of the art electives. Secondly, art curriculum was 

purchased for all art classes.  Art curriculum was aligned to the California State Standards and 

the ESLR’s.  At this time, AP art curriculum is being developed for future implementation.  

Thirdly, an art “Hall of Fame” was developed to display student artwork in various public 

arenas.  An annual ten-day “Celebrating the Arts” event was developed in conjunction with the 

vocal, instrumental, drama, and art department for both middle and high school. Student work is 

on display at most RCHS performing art events throughout the school year.  Finally, the art 

instructor is a member of the California Art Education Association and mentors independent 

study for students who wish to develop art skills outside the art studio and art classes offered. 

 

Health and Physical Education Department 

 

After a thorough analysis and review of the sexual education curriculum, it was decided that 

various facets of sexual education must be introduced at a younger age.  As a result, the 9
th
 and 

10
th
 grade will be receiving a week of sex education addressing STD’s, fetal development, and 

abstinence.  The Modesto Pregnancy Center has developed a curriculum that is age appropriate 

for both middle and high school students and will be presenting these classes to our students.  

RCHS continues to work on both the sexual education curriculum and the health curriculum for 

both the middle and high school.  A nutrition component will be added to the middle school level 

in the 2008-2009 curriculum.  A marriage and family class will also be added to the 12
th
 grade 

requirements for the 2008-2009 school year. 

 

Technology Department 

 

In Advanced Computer Applications, technology enhanced instruction was introduced by 

integrating a hybrid online learning class.  Students are learning to utilize internet technologies to 

communicate and collaborate together about course content.  They are gaining experience with 

this technology and preparing for future online opportunities as this forum promises to make an 



impact on higher education. Projection units have been installed in most classrooms and 

computers are updated regularly. 

 

Academic Support 

 

A policy manual was created for Academic Support (grades 7 – 12) and Learning Assistance 

(grades 1 – 6).  The teachers of these programs and administration have been meeting on a 

regular basis to streamline the program and discuss various aspects of the program.  Teacher 

education on various learning disabilities has been implemented through the use of videos and 

published materials.  An online math program, ALEKS, has been added to the high school 

academic support program to assist students who need remedial math.  At this point, 

administration and the Academic Support teacher are researching the need for a basic English 

and a pre-algebra class to teach fundamentals of both subjects before students enter the required 

curriculum. 

 

Industrial Arts Department 

 

The newest building at RCHS is the Industrial Arts Complex.  Two new electives will be offered 

in the building, Introduction to Industrial Arts and Metalworking.  Administration and the school 

board plan to hire a full-time teacher to implement and develop the industrial arts program for 

RCHS.  Future plans include developing a senior project module into the curriculum as well as 

teaching agriculture science classes. 

 

Counseling Services  
 

The counseling department has implemented several programs to encourage and educate students 

about college. Counselors meet with freshmen to put together a four-year academic plan for the 

student.  Sophomores and juniors receive counseling on career choice, testing, and college 

options.  Juniors and their parents meet with a counselor to discuss college and scholarship 

options. Seniors are encouraged to apply to many colleges and universities. Next fall, we are 

planning a roundtable event for seniors where there will be Ripon Christian alumni speaking 

about issues that face many students that leave home to attend a college.  A college 

representative has consented to assist with information from the college perspective. Within the 

attendance system of the school is a built-in component to allow junior and seniors four days to 

visit different college campuses and compete for scholarships.  Many scholarship options are 

made available to the students.   

 

The past school year we had a college awareness month to make students conscious of different 

college options available to them.  College logo wear and information was displayed throughout 

the school in order to make all students conscious of the many college choices available to them 

as well as the importance of beginning early in their high school career to develop a college plan. 

Different college activities and trivia games about colleges were planned by the Leadership class 

throughout the month.   

 

A female counselor was added to the counseling department to help with counseling needs.  She 

assists in the junior procedure of testing as well as the senior application and scholarship process.  



School counselors go into the classroom several times a year to discuss college information and 

testing, standardized testing scores, and scheduling requirements. This addition of needed staff 

has definitely increased the counseling time available to students. RCHS has seen a dramatic 

increase in the number of scholarships received by graduating seniors as well as a greater variety 

and number of colleges and universities being represented and explored. 

 

The counseling department has investigated different online programs as well as an early college 

program at a local junior college so that students have the opportunity to take courses in their 

chosen field of study or begin taking college classes within their high school schedule.  At this 

point, one RCHS student is taking an honors online class in mechanical physics and another 

student is taking an online class in anthropology from Harvard University.    

 

One of the future plans for the RCHS counseling department is the development of a college and 

career center.  Plans are underway to equip one of the empty high school offices with several 

computers so students can research colleges and apply for scholarships online.  There will also 

be available software for ACT/SAT prep, vocational guidance testing, etc.  RCHS is in the 

process of writing a grant to equip this college and career center for our students. 

 

The high school principal and counselors work closely together to make sure student needs are 

met.  The college and career information, testing information, and useful websites are posted on 

the school website. Academic progress is monitored closely and several programs or 

preventative measures such as the academic alert program have been put in place to ensure that 

students do not slip through the cracks. Parents are notified early on when their student is not 

working at their full potential or when other problems have been identified. 

 

Standardized Testing 
 

The administration of the KTEA as well as the in-depth interview with the families seeking 

admission was completed as part of School-wide Action Plan #2.4: Consider an entrance testing 

program to better serve students that may require academic help.  This was completed in the 

spring of 2006 and administered to all new students for the 2007-2008 school year.  With the 

assistance of the results as well as former school records, students are placed in the appropriate 

classes.  Students with learning difficulties are placed in the academic support program. 

 

In studying and analyzing trends in testing at RCHS, it was decided to replace the 9
th
 grade 

NEDT test with the EXPLORE.  Although the NEDT test has served RCHS well, it is rather 

outdated and does not give us a good representation of our student’s true areas of success or 

need.  We have researched a number of tests and believe that the EXPLORE test is the best test 

to offer our students for the following reasons: 

1. The test is normed for 9
th
 grade students. 

2. Students who take EXPLORE are more likely to be ready for college.  EXPLORE 

scores provide early indicators of whether students are on track for college. 

3. Students who take the EXPLORE are more likely to score higher on the ACT.  

 4.  The test gives a better picture of student needs due to the outstanding  

reports supplied by the ACT test facility. One of the reports shows students in what 

subjects improvement is needed.   



5.  We will better evaluate how students are progressing from 9
th
 to 10

th
 grade as the 10

th
  

      grade class takes the PLAN test, also supplied by the ACT testing facility. 

 6.  Finally, as many seniors select to take the ACT test for their college entrance  

      exam, it is beneficial for our students to become familiar with the testing language 

      and style of the ACT test. 

 

This change in our testing module is in direct response to School-wide Action Plan 2.3: Analyze 

trends in specific areas of student test performance in order to comply with ESLR #1.A, 1.B, 1.C, 

and 1.D. 

 

Student Services 
 

The high school business office has organized a day before school begins for students to take 

care of all the beginning of the school year business called “Knights Kickoff.” The following 

services are available to students: 

• Student body pictures for ASB cards 

• Class fees for classes such as Honors English, Honors Anatomy and Physiology, Life 

Skills, Woodworking, Art, etc. 

• Collect emergency authorization forms 

• Purchase physical education uniforms 

• Purchase school regulation polos 

• Order yearbook 

• Club information for Vocal, Band, CloseUp, Travel Club, Leadership, Book Club, 

etc. 

• Auxiliary organizations such as School Circle, Boosters, Trip, etc. provide 

information 

• Sports organizational meeting with parents and athletes 

• Orientation for incoming freshmen and new students by the counseling department 

 

The Leadership class welcomes the students that are new to RCHS with a goodie bag  

and information about school, special days, etc.  The new students are invited to a special lunch 

on the first day of school put on by the Leadership class. 

 

RCHS has added the Edline, an online grading program to facilitate communication between 

school and home. Edline provides current grades, attendance reports, assignments, teacher 

expectations, etc.  Parents have found Edline to be a very useful tool in assessing their child’s 

progress in school. 

 

Student Life 
 

Developing and fostering a Christian environment is one of RCHS primary goals.  Much has 

been done to develop an atmosphere of spirituality throughout the school.  Hallways were 

painted and scripture verses were placed on the walls.  Teachers have created an atmosphere of 

love and caring, showing their love for God in their classrooms.  Chapels are held twice a week.  

Chapel band is comprised of RCHS students with a faculty leader and the students receive credit 



for the class. The Leadership class meets before chapel for a time of prayer for the leaders of that 

morning’s chapel as well as for other needs in the school.  There are other groups of students that 

meet for prayer and Bible studies. Several of the area youth pastor’s are meeting with the chapel 

coordinator, chapel band coordinator, and the high school principal to discuss how chapel can be 

more meaningful for the student body.  Spiritual Emphasis Week has special speakers throughout 

the week, ending with the student body going out on service projects after chapel on Friday.  The 

following week, a chapel is devoted to students sharing their experiences and thoughts about 

Spiritual Emphasis Week. 

 

Strategic Planning  
 

In order to meet the needs of the school in light of the changing enrollment, the superintendent, 

principals, and school board have evaluated and updated the RCHS strategic plan that was 

created four years ago. Many of the points in the strategic plan have been met but there was a 

consensus to review and revise the document.  Superintendent, Mr. David Lyon, met with the 

administrative council, school board, education committee and faculties to present a power point 

presentation on the steps that must be taken to evaluate and revise the strategic plan for Ripon 

Christian Schools. A copy of this power point presentation is included in the appendix of this 

report. This revision of the strategic plan is at its initial stages as these groups and committees 

discuss who we are as a school in addition to what type of school we would like to become.  This 

strategic plan will affect the identity of the school as well as the vision for the future.   


