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BIBLE   

 
Bible 9    This course emphasizes the covenant relationship between God and man.  The course begins 
with an Old Testament survey (overview), dividing the O.T. into eight eras.  This leads into the 400 "silent 
years" between the testaments, followed by a brief New Testament survey.  The focus of both the O.T. 
and N.T. surveys is on the revelation of Christ in the scriptures.  This course includes the study of Bible 
interpretation using many methods and principles to give skill in this area.  There is also Bible memory. 
 
Bible 10 - Church History    This course overviews the calling, organization, and interactions of the 
Christian church from its Biblical/Fertile Crescent roots until the Reformation period (1500-1600's), 
extending to the history of the church in America (time permitting).  The course does not limit itself to the 
church, but also considers the historical context in which the church developed and worked. 
 
Bible 11    This course is an introduction to Reformed Christian Apologetics.  The first nine weeks covers 
definitions and the basic principles of Biblical apologetics, and the second nine weeks is devoted to 
applying those principles to specific situations and objections to Christianity.  Bible memory work is an 
important part of the class, as are the class discussions. 
 
Bible 12    In this course, ethics is defined as "theology that seeks to determine which human persons, 
actions and attitudes receive God's blessing and which do not."  The bulk of the course is an exposition of 
the Ten Commandments, the being able to determine specifically those acts and attitudes that receive 
God's blessing and which do not, based on the Scriptures.  Bible memory is an important part of the 
class, as are class discussions. 
 

 
BUSINESS and COMPUTER SCIENCE    

 
Accounting    Accounting is a basic foundation for many career possibilities and teaches students to be 
stewards of their personal finances.  Accounting teaches the student how to keep financial records and 
how to analyze those records.  The students learn the principles of double-entry accounting and why it is 
necessary to keep accurate and easily interpreted records.  The first semester covers the simple 
accounting cycle including special journals.  The second semester deals with the specific areas such as 
payroll and taxes.  Also included in the second semester is a business simulation pack that each student 
is required to complete.   
 
Business Math    (See Mathematics) 
 

Computer Applications    This semester course is required for all students except those who are enrolled 
in Band, Choir, and Spanish. Typically taken during the freshman or sophomore year, the course is 
designed to provide students with an overall understanding of the computer.  Students are exposed to a 
variety of computer concepts including: word processing, desktop publishing, spreadsheets, computer 
ethics and security, history of computers, research techniques using the Internet, keyboard speed, 
accuracy building and current trends in technology.  The software used in this course is the Microsoft 
Office Suite:  Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. 
 
Advanced Computer Applications     Students will be provided opportunity to develop greater expertise in 
the use of the Microsoft Office Suite (Word, Excel, Access, and PowerPoint) as well as other software 
programs. 
 
 



Intro Photo Shop   Adobe Photoshop is an image-editing program that enables the retouching of 
photographs, merging and editing of color images and the creation of collages or original artwork.    
 

 
 
ENGLISH 

 
English 9   (Literature Survey) In this full year required course, short story structure and poetic structure 
will be studied using a literature anthology.  Students will study a classic novel, Great Expectations along 
with the The Odyssey by Homer and Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  Using Wariner’s Grammar and 
Basic Composition and the Writer’s Inc. program, the students will review basic grammar and paragraph 
structure.  Students will master the composition of the five-paragraph essay, with the exposure to basic 
library and research skills.  Students will increase their word attack skills by studying the vocabulary 
program called Word Dissection. 
 
English 10  (Advanced Literature Survey) This full year required course will include grammar usage, 
writing various forms of essay/exposition, and learning the process of researching and writing a term 
paper.  Other units may include the study of communication and public address.  Also included will be a 
study of To Kill a Mockingbird and Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. 
 
English 11  (American Literature) This full year required course will be a survey of American Literature.  
This course will also incorporate some preparation for college assessment testing, including the 
ACT/SAT. 
 
English 12  (European Literature) This semester required course is an overview of world and American 
literature, using short novels and films from various cultures.  Students will gain an understanding of the 
author’s cultural and historical setting and will learn about other world and life views.  Students will be 
expected to evaluate, both orally and in writing, how the works of literature fit with a Christian worldview.   
 

English 12  This semester required course will provide a study of the messages (the composition 
of words, sounds, and images), and the motives and goals of a variety of media: film, newspaper, 
TV, advertising, music video, worship visuals, etc.  Students will learn how to deconstruct the 
messages through knowledge of the methods of media technology, and how to 
evaluate/reconstruct the message from the basis of Biblical truth.  
 
Honors English 11 & 12  (Alternate Years) (2007-2008) 
Honors European Literature and Composition/Grammar    World Literature and 
Composition/Grammar is a full-year honors course for juniors and seniors.  The students will 
study the origin and components of major literary movements from the Greek and Roman times 
through the Renaissance and Reformation.  Students will read selections from each period from 
an anthology.  A few of the major readings will include The Iliad by Homer, portions of The 
Canterbury Tales by Chaucer, and Shakespeare’s Macbeth.  Students will also read two 
contemporary novels for comparison.  The composition/grammar study will use The Writer’s 
Inc. program.   Students will write extensively, with emphasis placed on grammatical and 
mechanical skills.  The writings will include several exposition essays, a comparison/contrast 
essay, an essay analyzing and evaluating literature, an original contemporary work of the 
students, and one major research paper. Students will enhance their vocabulary and gain an 
understanding of analogies using a vocabulary program like The Success With Words.  
Admission to this course will be based on past performance and instructor approval.  (Course 
materials - $35) 
 
 
Honors English 11 & 12 (Alternate Years) (2008-2009) 
Honors American Literature and Composition/Grammar    American/European Literature and 
Composition/Grammar is a full-year honors course for juniors and seniors.  The students will study the 



origin and components of major literary movements, which began in Europe with the Enlightenment Age 
and moved to America through the movements of the twentieth Century.  Students will read selections 
from each movement from an anthology along with several major works, including The Pilgrim’s Progress, 
The Scarlet Letter, Les Miserable, and Huckleberry Finn. The composition/grammar study will use The 
Writer’s Inc. program.   Students will write extensively, with emphasis placed on grammatical and 
mechanical skills.  The writings will include several exposition essays, a comparison/contrast essay, an 
essay analyzing and evaluating literature, an original contemporary work of the students, and one major 
research paper. Students will enhance their vocabulary and gain an understanding of analogies using a 
vocabulary program like The Success With Words.  Admission to this course will be based on past 
performance and instructor approval.  (Course materials - $35) 
 
Creative Writing   This is a one semester elective course designed to encourage the exploration of writing 
from a creative perspective. While students will read and critique different samples of published writing, 
they will be asked to practice what they learn by doing writing of their own. The course includes five or six 
short essays/stories on topics such as profile, setting, nature/travel, faith, family, and holidays.  Students 
will write drafts that will be read by their classmates for the purpose of helping the writer analyze their own 
work. (Don't be afraid of this!) Students will be graded on class participation, knowledge of the assigned 
reading, evidence of class preparation, and their writing. 
 
 
Yearbook Journalism   In this elective course, students will be working on the school yearbook.  All 
students will learn PageMaker 6.5 and will be responsible for all aspects of yearbook production, 
including copy writing and interviewing, use of captions and headlines, rules of good photography, 
selecting and cropping pictures, layout design, correcting finished proofs, and new techniques in graphic 
design.  Students must fill out an application and be selected based on commitment level and experience. 
 
 
FINE ARTS 

 
Concert Band    Exposure to various styles of music is of integral importance in Concert Band. 
Performances may include a Fall Festival, Christmas Concert, Spring Concert, and All-Band Night.  
Smaller ensembles may be selected to perform at school, churches in the area, and community events.  
Enrollment in Concert Band also includes pep band performances during basketball season.  A rental fee 
may be required for students using school owned instruments, including percussion.  Members also will 
need to purchase required concert attire.  Ties ($10) and skirts ($25) will be purchased from the music 
department.  Remaining attire is to be purchased by individuals. 
 
Concert Choir    Auditions may possibly be required.  Choir is performance oriented.  Performances 
include Fall Festival, Christmas Concert, Spring Concert, and a pops concert.  Music from many historical 
periods and styles are studied.  Members will need to purchase required concert attire.  Ties ($10) and 
skirts ($25) will be purchased from the music department.  Remaining attire is to be purchased by 
individuals. 
 

Drama  This semester class will explore the history of drama (Greek, English, Italian, etc.), staging 
shapes/sets/lights/ 
techniques), makeup and costume design/masks, sound effects, character development, improvisation 
(acting), scripts of great playwrights, and the viewing of plays (on film or by field trip).  Although students 
may provide some help during the final week of preparation for the school play and/or may present a 
chapel, students in this elective course are not intended to “give” the school play nor to “become 
responsible” for chapel drama. This elective course may not be taken more than once. 
 
Art I – (1 semester) Art I is an introduction to Art.  Students will develop their knowledge and artistic skill 
using a variety of art media including pencil, acrylic and watercolor paints, India ink, charcoal, clay, wire, 
and watercolor pencil. Students will learn through hands-on activities, lecture, research in art history and 
art careers, and assessment of their own work and the artwork of others   The Elements and Principles of 
Design serve as a foundation. Incorporating art as a powerful language of expression and confidence as 
an artist are key components of Art I. 

 
Art II – (1 semester) Student who have successfully completed Art I will continue to develop their 
knowledge and artistic skill using a   variety of art media including pencil, acrylic and watercolor paints, 



charcoal, watercolor pencil, and block printing.  The Elements and Principles of Design continue to serve 
as foundations for each unit. Students will add to their portfolio with projects completed in class and on 
their own.  Researching, designing, analyzing, and creating will be an integral part of each unit. Incorpor-
ating art as a powerful language of expression and confidence as an artist are key components of Art II. 

 
Art III (Studio Art) – (1 semester) Students who have successfully completed Art I and Art II will continue 
to develop their artistic skills. In addition to developing skills in preferred media, students will research 
specific artists, assess artwork of others and themselves, and explore possible Art Careers and the 
avenues necessary to obtain various skills in a given profession. Students will continue to create the body 
of work necessary for an AP Art portfolio. Incorporating art as a powerful language of expression and 
confidence as an artist are key components of Art III. 

 
Art IV (Studio Art) – (1 semester) Students who have successfully completed Art I, Art II, and Art III will 
continue to develop their artistic skills. In addition to developing skills in preferred media, students will 
research specific artists, assess artwork of others and themselves, and explore possible Art Careers and 
the avenues necessary to obtain various skills in a given profession. Students will continue to create the 
body of work necessary for an AP Art portfolio. Incorporating art as a powerful language of expression 
and confidence as an artist are key components of Art IV. 

 
Ceramics (1 semester) Students are introduced to basic techniques associated with 3-Dimensional 
ceramics and the various tools used.  This course focuses mainly on hands-on application, but also 
includes lecture, quizzes, and individual research.  Students will also spend time on the potter’s wheel 
and learn glazing techniques and firing ranges associated with using a kiln. Incorporating clay as a 
powerful language of expression and confidence as an artist are key components of Ceramics.  

  
Ceramics II   (1 semester)  Students who have been successful in Art I and Beginning Ceramics will be 
given the opportunity to master clay techniques in creating advanced sculpture M advanced functional 
and advanced construction of 3-D ceramics.  While this course focuses on hands-on application, students 
will also learn through lecture, written report, and individual research. 

 
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

 

Spanish I    This course introduces students to the Spanish language and culture.  The main emphasis is 
on building a foundation of basic vocabulary useful in everyday situations.  Themes include school, 
around town, and free time activities.  Students begin to study the grammatical structure of the language.  
There will be some emphasis on proficiency in speaking and listening. 
 
Spanish II    Spanish II builds on the material learned in Spanish I.  New vocabulary themes are covered 
and the course focuses on various Latin American countries.  Students learn to converse using past, 
present, and future tenses.  The first, second, and third quarters use English based learning, while the 
fourth quarter is conducted about 75% in Spanish.   
 
Spanish III    Spanish III offers a review of the main grammar and verb tenses learned in Spanish I and II, 
then continues to broaden the students' capabilities by covering several additional verb tenses and the 
Subjunctive Mood.  Through the study of cultures, students learn and use Spanish in context.  This 
approach acquaints students with the different groups of Hispanic people in the U.S. and influential 
people within those groups.  Since this class is a preparation for AP Spanish IV, the pace and amount of 
work are significantly increased from Spanish II.  The class is appropriate only for students with a strong 
desire to be able to communicate effectively in Spanish. 
 
AP Spanish IV  The fourth year of Spanish is an Advanced Placement course.  Students will have intense 
practice in speaking, reading, writing, and listening in Spanish.  These four skills will be practiced in the 
context of Hispanic literature, Spanish language movies, TV shows, newspapers, magazines, and 
Internet sites.  There will be an intense review of grammar.  The class is conducted in Spanish.  Students 
are not required to take the AP exam and there is a fee to take the test.   
 
 
 

 



INDUSTRIAL ARTS 

 
Intro Industrial Arts   Introduction to Industrial Arts is a semester course designed to teach students safety 
and the procedures within the shop environment.  It is a prerequisite for Wood and Metal courses.  
Students spend time with both the wood and metal sides of the shop and get ‘hands-on” instruction while 
completing assigned projects.  Students also will learn the proper use of basic hand and power tools and 
basic “homeowner” skills in simple construction, electrical wiring, plumbing, and painting. 
 
Wood I  Introduction to Industrial Arts must be taken before Wood I (except for juniors and seniors during 
the 07-08 school year).  Wood I is for sophomores, juniors and seniors.   Seniors will be selected for the 
space available first, followed by juniors, then by sophomores.  In this semester basic woods course, 
students will learn the fundamentals of working with wood including techniques in wood joinery, finishing, 
and power tool use.  Students will complete several projects that will demonstrate mastery of the topics 
covered.  Students purchase their own materials for the final project.   
 
Wood II  This semester course is for juniors and seniors only and is a continuation of Wood I.  Students 
will propose and complete projects of their choice.  The emphasis will be on design and technique.  
Students will purchase their own materials.   
 
Metal I   Introduction to Industrial Arts must be taken before Metal I (except for juniors and seniors during 
the 07-08 school year).  This semester course is for sophomores, juniors and seniors.   Seniors will be 
selected for the space available first, followed by juniors, then by sophomores.  The course is devoted to 
developing the skills and techniques of tools and machinery used within a metal shop.  Students will 
receive instruction in arc-welding, MIG-welding, acetylene torch, plasma-arc torch and air-arc torch.  
There will also be instruction on machinery including lathe and milling machines.  Students will purchase 
their own final project materials.  There will be a safety review of shop tools and machinery.   
 
 

 
MATHEMATICS 

 

Business Math    Business Math is a one-year course designed to acquaint the student with mathematical 
problems faced in everyday life.  Topics such as personal money records, interest rates, retail pricing 
techniques and their meanings are studied. 
 
Algebra I    Algebra I is an introductory course in elementary algebra. Topics include negative numbers, 
absolute value, polynomials, factoring, linear and quadratic equation solving, graphing, inequalities, 
radicals, and systems of equations. 
 
Geometry    Geometry is a course that develops reasoning skills in students.  Students discover many of 
the geometric concepts for themselves.  Topics include inductive reasoning, lines, angles, polygons, 
constructions, properties of triangles and quadrilaterals, congruent and similar triangles, area, volume, the 
Pythagorean theorem, introductory trigonometry and geometric proofs. 
 
Algebra II    This course is designed to prepare the college bound math student for college level 
mathematics. This course begins with a review of Algebra I. The Algebra I concepts are developed into a 
college mathematics entry-level and additional topics will be explored.  These topics include:  matrices, 
linear functions, quadratic equations, polynomial functions, exponential properties, logarithms, complex 
numbers and radicals. 
 
Pre-Calculus    This course is designed to prepare the college bound math student for college level 
mathematics. Topics of study include logic, equations, inequalities, polynomial functions, rational 
functions, trigonometry, complex numbers, vectors, probability, graphical analysis, and limits.  Throughout 
the study of these topics, extensive use will be made of the graphing calculator to further develop our 
understanding of the technology and its relationship to problem solving.  
 
AP Calculus    This is an Advanced Placement course. The topics required for the AP Exam in May 
include differential, integral calculus, and a brief exploration of differential equations. There will be a 
strong emphasis on graphical analysis, problem solving, as well as the limit process.  Graphing 



calculators will be used extensively throughout the course. Students will be strongly encouraged to take 
the Advanced Placement Exam in the spring.  Although exams are at student’s expense (2005 fee $82) 
passing scores on the AP Exam will enable student to receive college credit.   
 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
P.E.    (Required course for Freshmen and Sophomores)  Both Girls' and Boys' P.E. classes focus on the 
development of motor proficiency through physical activities which prepares students for a lifetime of 
health.  The courses also introduce health fitness concepts and activities that promote cardiovascular 
endurance, muscular strength and endurance, flexibility and balanced body composition.  The P.E. 
courses teach a knowledge and understanding of sports' rules and strategy.  The courses also develop a 
greater awareness of how a person can control and use physical activities to serve God and how fitness 
and play activities relate to the other parts of God's creation.  Physical education courses also help 
develop proper social interaction in a competitive environment. 
 
Health Ed & Fitness    (Required during the junior or senior year) The Health Education course informs 
students of the various areas of responsibility we have as caretakers of our bodies.  The course 
emphasizes that mental, spiritual, social, and physical health are all dependent on the other.  Each area 
is taught with an emphasis on the need for an active and healthy lifestyle while in school and in the future.  
Topics include mental disabilities, nutrition, fitness, STD’s, and substance abuse.  The course will include 
fitness and nutrition planning and activities. 
 
Weights  This course is for seniors only.  It is designed to assist students in developing and maintaining a 
personal weight lifting program.   
 

Racket Sports   This course is for junior and senior students of all skill levels.  Sport activities in the 
course will include tennis, badminton, table tennis, pickle ball, and speedminton. 

 
 
SCIENCE 

 
Physics   Physics is a required freshman course and is designed to help students understand the 
concepts which are fundamental to the upper level science courses.  During the first semester, students 
will be exposed to mechanical physics in which they will learn about Newton’s Laws, motion, and energy.  
In the second semester, students will study the properties of matter, heat, sound, and light. 
 
Biology    Biology is a required sophomore course which involves the study of living things, their basic 
structures, functions, and interrelationships.  Topics range from cells, cancer, genetics, (evolution), 
animals, and the human body. 
 
Chemistry    Chemistry deals with the study of matter and the changes that take place in this matter as it 
interacts with other matter.  The laws that govern these interactions and the reasons they take place are 
the focus of this course. 
 
Intro to Chemistry   This course is designed to help students gain a basic understanding of Chemistry.  
The course will cover the fundamental laws that govern Chemistry and provide the foundation for future 
scientific discovery. 
 
Animal Science   This course teaches the basic science concepts involved in the production of 
agricultural animals.  Topics will include animal behavior, consumer concerns, animal welfare, scientific 
selection, reproduction, growth and development, nutrition, parasites and diseases, and animal 
biotechnology.   
 
Plant Science   This course deals with the growth of plants around the home as well as field crops.  
Included will be a study of soil, water and nutrition, temperature and light, and the needs of plants.  Plant 
propagation including genetic engineering and biotechnology will be examined, as will be the problems 
associated with growing plants.  There will be a variety of labs in this course. 
 



Honors Anatomy and Physiology    This course involves the study of structural elements of the human 
body and the functions of those elements.  Corollary structures are identified by dissection of the cat, 
mink, or fetal pig. 
 
Environmental Science   A required semester course during the junior or senior year, Environmental 
Science provides an overview of the present and past use of the earth's natural resources.  Many of the 
existing problems will be explored, along with some possible solutions to those problems.  Relevant 
ecological principles will be discussed, along with looking at what the Bible has to say about the 
environment. 
 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
World History 9  The study of world history is a survey of political, intellectual, economic, and social 
history from the scientific revolution to the French Revolution and Napoleon, with two additional units on 
Greece and Rome.  Through the study of Western Civilization, students will gain a better understanding 
of their own culture and history,  and will appreciate the significance of historical events to the present.  
Students will be encouraged to evaluate specific events, ideas or policies from a Christian perspective 
and will be encouraged to do so during class discussion.  Students will also be challenged to understand 
that Christ must be at the center of all aspects of their lives and will struggle with how to do that in a 
culture that encourages them to leave their faith at church.   
 
World History 10   The study of world history is a survey of political, intellectual, economic, and social 
history from the Industrial Revolution to the present.  Through the study of Western Civilization, students 
will gain a better understanding of their own culture and history, and will appreciate the significance of 
historical events to the present.  Students will be encouraged to evaluate specific events, ideas or policies 
from a Christian perspective and will be encouraged to do so during class discussion.  Students will also 
be challenged to understand that Christ must be at the center of all aspects of their lives, and struggle 
with how to do that in a culture that encourages them to leave their faith at church.   
 
United States History    The course covers U.S. History from the pre-Civil War Period to the Vietnam War 
Era.  Included is a look at the expansion of the United States, nationalism, sectionalism and slavery in the 
1800's, the Civil War and Reconstruction, the settlement of the western United States, the industrial and 
urban development of the U.S., and 20th Century America, with a strong emphasis on the civil rights 
movement and U.S. involvement in foreign affairs. 
 
AP United States History    In this Advanced Placement course, students will learn the skills and factual 
knowledge necessary to deal with the problems and issues in U.S. history.  Students will also learn to 
evaluate historical materials and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical writing.  
Students will develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of research and to support 
these conclusions in essay form.  Taking the AP exam is required and at the student’s expense. (2005 
fee $82)  Admission to this course will be based on past performance and instructor approval. 
 
American Government    This semester course studies the national level of US Government.  It includes 
the various types of world governments, the principles and bases of American government, and the 
executive, legislative, and judicial functions of government. The course also includes a strong emphasis 
on current events.                             
 
Economics   This semester course is designed to help students become aware of the basic concepts of 
economics and the multiple factors that influence the economy.  Students will learn about facets of 
microeconomics and macroeconomics through discussion, classroom activities, simulations, and 
assignments.  As a result, they will gain an appreciation for their role in the economy and understand 
what it means to be a good steward with their own money.  In addition, students will be required to 
critique various social and economic policies from a Christian perspective. 
 
 
 
 
 



Current Issues  This course is a study of current issues in our society—in our local communities, our 
state, nation, and world. Students will use and review a variety of media forms, including the internet, 
newspapers, TV, film, and magazines, as they relate to current issues.  They will also participate in 
various learning techniques including group discussions, debates, and oral presentations.  The News 
Quiz Game will also be used periodically. 
 
Psychology    From a Christian perspective, this course studies mental and social development and 
several topics that promote understanding of human behavior.  This course is good preparation for any 
college course in social studies, psychology, anatomy and biology, and deals with issues relating to 
Christian parenting. 
 
Mock Trial   Mock Trial is designed to clarify the workings of our legal institutions.  During Mock Trials, 
students portray counsel, witnesses, court clerks, and bailiffs.  As student teams study a hypothetical 
case, conduct legal research, and receive guidance from volunteer attorneys in courtroom procedure and 
trial preparation, they acquire a working knowledge of our judicial system.  Students also argue a pretrial 
motion.  During all Mock Trials, students present their cases in courtrooms before actual judges and 
attorneys.  As teams represent the prosecution and defense arguments over the course of the 
competition, the students must prepare a case for both sides, thereby gaining comprehensive 
understanding of the pertinent legal and factual issues.  Eighteen students are needed to form a team. 
 
 
OTHER ELECTIVES 

 
Leadership   Leadership is a course in which organization and planning will be the main components. 
This course assumes the responsibilities that are typically handled by a school’s student council. This 
class will also  
be active in providing spiritual leadership on campus.  The main focus in this course will be on the 
following areas:  1) Students will be taught leadership skills on a student level.  2) Students will use class 
time to plan activities for the entire student body and thereby develop the skills needed to be leaders on 
our campus and in the future.  3) Students will learn what it means to be dependable and carry out tasks 
to completion.  4) Students will learn how to make a difference at Ripon Christian and will become better 
prepared for future life situations.  
 
Life Skills   Life skills offers a real-life, hands on approach to home and consumer sciences that prepares 
students to meet the challenges of everyday living.  It teaches them to be responsible caretakers and 
managers of all God gives them.  The course includes units in personal finances, cooking, home and 
clothing care, basic car maintenance, sewing, first aid, and personal faith.  There is a $25 materials fee. 


